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Richard Kohn, chair of SFNet’s International 
Finance and Development Committee, is a 
founder of Goldberg Kohn Ltd. and a principal 
in its Commercial Finance Group, where he 
specializes in structuring and documenting 
cross-border credit facilities.  Richard served 
as Co-General Counsel of SFNet, represented 
SFNet at the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law and taught cross-border 
lending at The University of Chicago Law School.  
He is a member of SFNet’s Executive 
Committee.

BY MICHELE OCEJO

SFNET COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT

RICHARD KOHN
 Goldberg Kohn Ltd.

This committee is only a 
year old. Please tell read-
ers why it was developed 
and its mission as well as 
why you were interested in 
chairing it. 
The committee was set up in recogni-
tion of the increasing importance of 
cross-border lending to many of SF-
Net’s members. We’ve set up six task 
forces, each with a specific goal:

a. Data Collection:  Although great 
progress has been made in 
collecting data on asset-based 
loans in general, there is still very 
little data on cross-border asset-
based loans.  This task force is 
investigating ways to collect data 
on asset-based cross-border loans 
made by SFNet members and 
other lenders, categorized by size 
of loan and countries involved.

b. Reserve Study:  This task force is 
developing a country-by-country 
database on priority claims being 
reserved for by asset-based 
lenders in cross-border loans.  The 
goal is to create a practical tool 
for use by SFNet members when 
structuring cross-border loans. 

c. Advocacy:  The goal of this task 
force is to weigh-in on proposed 
laws and regulations that affect 
cross-border asset-based lending.
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d. Education:  This task force plans to work with SFNet’s 
Education Committee to develop programs and panels on 
cross-border asset-based lending.  

e. Outreach:  The Outreach task force is reaching out to 
lending associations in other countries to develop relations 
and to explore cooperative efforts to promote cross-border 
asset-based lending.

f. Monitoring 
Developments:  This 
task force is tracking 
developments in 
the U.S. and other 
countries that 
impact cross-border 
asset-based lending. 

Given my interest in 
and involvement with 
cross-border lending 
for so many years, I 
was very excited at the 
prospect of chairing this 
committee.  It was an 
opportunity I could not 
pass up! 

What are the Com-
mittee’s goals for 
2022?
The goals of the commit-
tee are to continue to 
make progress with each 
of our task forces. The 
committee meets as a 
whole from time to time, 
but the emphasis is main-
ly on separate meetings 
of each task force. 

SFNet announced its Cross-Border Lending 
Essay Contest in early November. Goldberg 
Kohn is sponsoring this contest and members 
of the Committee will be judging it. Could you 
tell our readers a bit about the contest and 
why they should enter?
The contest is seeking essays on any aspect of cross-border 
finance. The contest is open to employees of SFNet member 
firms and essays must be submitted by March 8, 2022. 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded, and all three winning 
essays will be published in future issues of The Secured Lend-
er. In addition, the current plan is to make the three winning 
essays the subject of a panel, featuring the authors, during the 

2022 Annual Convention.  The only requirement for the topic is 
that they relate to cross-border lending.  Contestants can share 
an experience or a particularly interesting cross-border lending 
structure or discuss issues they’ve encountered or particular 
workarounds they’ve employed to address legal impediments. 
In addition, I think it’s a great way for young employees to 
make an important contribution to our Association and our 

industry, and at the same 
time to receive some real 
recognition.

You’ve chaired 
other SFNet Com-
mittees in the past 
and you spent many 
years as SFNet’s 
co-general coun-
sel. What advice 
would you give to 
others who are on 
committees, but 
would like to take 
on a chairperson 

role? Any tips for 
juggling the extra 
responsibility? 

I would definitely encourage 
people serving on commit-
tees to consider stepping 
up to the chairperson role. 
I’ve always found that the 
extra work to be more than 
offset by the benefits de-
rived from a leadership role, 
including the gratification 

of contributing to our Association in a more significant way and 
the development of new relationships.     

Michele Ocejo is SFNet director of communications and 
editor-in-chief of The Secured Lender. 

The contest is seeking essays on any aspect of 
cross-border finance. The contest is open to  
employees of SFNet member firms and essays  
must be submitted by March 8, 2022. 1st, 2nd and  
3rd prizes will be awarded, and all three winning 
essays will be published in future issues of The 
Secured Lender. In addition, the current plan is  
to make the three winning essays the subject of  
a panel, featuring the authors, during the 2022  
Annual Convention.  


